
 

Primary Business Address 

105 Berwick Street 

Riversdale 

Southland 

Phone: 03 2025 636 

Fax: 03 2025 333 

Email: nsvs@xtra.co.nz 

NSVS 

The no#1 health professionals in Northern Southland 

www.nsvs.co.nz 

Lamb Drenches  
Triple Combinations                           Double Combinations                                                  
Matrix Hi Min & Plain              20L    $678.95                            Switch Hi Min & Plain              20L    $476.93 
Triton                                      20L    $581.18                            Scanda + se                             10L   $295.00 

 Ivomec                                                         Scanda Plain                          10L   $$285.00 
Genesis Hi Min & Plain              20L   $380.36                              Arrest Hi Min & Plain              20L    $240.56 

Tape                                                                          Clear  
 Triton Tape                            10L    $416.34                             Levicare Hi Min & Plain            20 L    $120.62 

 Levitape                                 10L    $267.97 

Love and Honesty  

An 80 year old women was arrested for shop lifting. When she went before the judge he 

asked her, òWhat did you steal?ó 

She replied, òA can of peaches.ó 

The judge then asked her why she had stolen the can of peaches, and she replied she was 

hungry, òand my husband wonõt give me extra money.ó 

The judge then asked her how many peaches were in the can. 

She replied, ò6.ó 

The judge said, òThen I will give you 6 days in jail.ó 

Before the judge could conclude the trial, the womenõs husband spoke up and asked the 

judge if he could say something. 

Respecting his natural concern the judge asked, òWhat is it?ó 

The husband said, òShe also stole a packet of hundreds and thousands.ó 

Prolaject B12  

For the treatment and prevention of cobalt / vitamin B12 deficien-

cies in lambs, particularly when grazing cobalt deficient pastures. 

B12 is especially important for the growth of young animals. 

 

Supplementation of young ruminants should begin at or before 

weaning. Treatment is likely to last only 4-6 weeks if liver storage levels of Vitamin B12 

and pasture levels of cobalt are low, and a short acting product is used. 

Prolaject B12 1000          8 cents per lamb               

Prolaject B12 1000/se     9 cents per lamb   

Today with increasing awareness of drench resistance, careful plan-

ning should be invested in the choice of drench and discretionary 

use of that drench.  
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The initiation of cycling in ewes is affected by a number of factors, including lati-

tude and decreasing day length. Due to our seasonal patterns, there is a limit to 

the number of days that we can advance the mating season in Southland. The use 

of teaser rams is one way to condense your lambing and achieve higher scanning 

percentages. The presence of a ram for just  a few days can be enough to trigger 

a ewe to cycle provided they have been a minimum of 1 km from the ram for at 

least 3 weeks prior to exposure to teasers, as the ôram effectõ relies on scent. 

However, whilst the ôram effectõ can bring the start of the season forward slightly, 

it canõt pull a ewe out of deep anoestrus, and if ewes are going to ovulate in re-

sponse to the stimulus, 50% will do so within 50 hours.  

Correctly timing the use of teaser rams is important as simply exposing ewes to a 

teaser will not improve conception rates. Rather, as the aim of teasers is to ad-

vance the season, the teasing has to start before the start of the breeding season. 

Teasers are used to make sure that all ewes are cycling, preferably in their sec-

ond heat, by the time breeding rams go out. This ensures that the first heat, 

which is often silent, is completed prior to mating, thus improving conception 

rates. Later use of teasers is not beneficial as no improvement in ovulation rate 

can be expected once ewes are in their third cycle. Teasers are usually put out 17

-21 days prior to the planned start of mating at ratios around 1:300. Most ewes 

will have a silent heat 3-9 days after teaser introduction and a full heat 17 days 

after that. 

A ram requires a vasectomy to become a teaser. These are easiest done at the 

clinic but can be done on farm with a person to help hold the rams. Vasectomies 

are a simple procedure and are done under local anaesthetic. Young rams are 

easier to vasectomise and will have a longer life on the farm. 

C Miller BVSc 
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Donõt forget 

we will happily  

quote for your 
whole season 
animal health 
product re-

quirements.  

Vet Lsd 
Sheep are best given 3 doses, 

¶ Before mating 

¶ At or around scanning 

¶ Pre lamb, either when vaccinated or 2 weeks 

prior to lambing 

Contains Vitamins A,D,E,C, Selenium, Iodine, Chro-

mium.    

         30 cents per dose.  



Iodine in Sheep 
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Campylobacter (Campy)  

In the first year give a sensitiser and a booster dose 4-8 weeks 

apart. Both vaccinations should be given prior to mating. In 

following years an annual booster prior to mating is recom-

mended by the manufacturers. 

Toxoplasmosis (Toxo)  

One shot for life given at least 4 weeks prior to mating, not to be 

given during pregnancy.  

A live vaccine, need to take extra care with storage and handling. 

Store in the fridge, shelf life of 10 days. Reconstituted packet 

must be used in 2 hours, into muscle so a long needle is re-

quired, do not use meths on needles as it is a live vaccine. 

Salmonella  

In the first year give 2 vaccinations 4 weeks apart. 2nd dose should be 

administered at least 2-3 weeks prior to the danger period. Booster 

animals annually prior to risk period. 

J Paterson BVSc BSc 

Abortion Vaccines  

 

SheepReminders 
 

¶ Monitor trace 

elements 

 

¶ Monitor worm 

burden in lambs 

 

¶ Check rams 

 

¶ Vaccinate lambs 

pulpy kidney 

 

¶ Vaccinate rams 

footrot  

 

¶ Dip sheep 

flystrike 

 

¶ Vasectomise rams 

 

¶ Monitor lamb 

growth rates 

 

¶ Faecal egg count 

reduction test 

(FECRT) 

 

¶ Organise abortion 

vaccine require-

ments 

 

The role of iodine in sheep is in the synthesis of the thyroid hor-

mones, thyroxine (T4) and tri-iodothyronine (T3).  These are impor-

tant for energy metabolism and protein synthesis of cells.  Thyroid 

hormones are also essential for development of foetal brain, heart, 

lungs and wool follicles and multiple ovulation.   

Problems can be avoided by supplementing with iodine; either inject 

ewes with Flexidine, 1.5ml into the muscle, one month before mating 

or not less than two months before the start of lambing. Ewes can be 

drenched with 280mg potassium iodide three weeks before tupping 
and then again eight and four weeks before lambing.  

M Reidie BVSc 

Pre-Tup is just around the corner  

 
New Zealand trials have shown that Iodine deficient 

sheep treated with Flexidine have: 

 

¶ Increased fertility rates 

¶ Increased twinning rates 

¶ Reduced goiter in their lambs 

¶ Reduced perinatal deaths 

¶ Decreased rate of dry ewes 

¶ Increased production 

65 cents per dose  

Treatment against tetanus is time 

consuming, expensive, and often 

unrewarding. Prevention is by far and 

away the best way to attack tetanus in 

horses. 
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Ram testing is an important part of getting ready for mating.  Ensuring your rams are sound for 

breeding means more lambs, as well as having the correct number to service all the ewes.  Palpa-

tion involves examining the testicles for correct size, evenness and no lumps or other abnormali-

ties present.   

Any lumps felt indicates a blood test needs to be taken to test for Brucella ovis.  A lump can have 

several different causes, but all need to be tested just in case.  Any ram that is determined un-

sound by the veterinarian should be culled. 

M Reidie BVSc 

Ram Palpatations 

The faecal egg count reduction test (FECRT) provides an indispensable tool for investigating 

drench efficacy, and can be used to assess the effectiveness of a number of drenches on your farm. 

In summary the test compares pre-drench and post-drench faecal egg counts (FEC) to determine 

whether resistance of worm species exists to drenches of interest. 

The test requires a group of approximately 100 lambs, divided into 6 groups so that 6 drenches or 

combination drenches can be tested. These lambs must accumulate an average pre-test FEC 

greater than 500 eggs per gram for the test to be effective and thus are not to be drenched for a 

period prior to the FECRT. Once such a worm burden is reached, lambs are accurately drenched 

with their allocated product and a FEC is performed 10-14 days later. A failure to reduce a FEC by 

95% or more is indicative of drench resistance.  

The ôWormwiseõ organisation may  subsidise testing for some farms, they did last year. If you are 
interested in running a FECRT or would like more information please phone the clinic on (03) 

2025636.  

Faecal Egg Count Reduction Test (FECRT) 

To develop a complete parasite control strategy on your farm 

talk to one of our vets, and be sure to get the right product with 
the right advice.  


