The no#1 health professionals in Northern Southland

The Early Bird catches ftlhe

Worm Control in Young Cattle
As Autumn is now upon us it is timely to give thought to not just when you are going to drench your
young stock but also with what?
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rates and production on your farm.
_ _ o Pet Reminders
Primary Business Addresk A recent drench resistance survey of 62 beef farms in the North Island indicated most farm$ had Riversdale, 105 Berwick Street, Ph 03 202 5636, Fax 03 202 5333
105 Berwick Street] Cooperigpecies worms resistant to single doses of either avermectins or albendazole. Fortugately = Te Anau, 133 Govan Drive, Ph 03 249 7039, Fax 03 249 7034
F;';’ﬁtrﬁgar“'g levamisole appears to have maintained its efficacy against these parasites. Il ea treat- Lumsden, Flora Road, Ph/Fax 03 248 7199
- . . . . . men_t and [l Mossburn, Devon Street, Ph/Fax 03 248 6053
Phone 03 2025636] However, switching to single active levamisole drenches to combat resi§t@aoperiamay be a vention
~ Fax: 032025333 wrong move as these products often give poor results agadstertagiapecies worms. Few peopl
Email: nsvs@xtra.co.nq argue that we can farm in New Zealand without anthelmintics, so increasing numbers of exper}s are q Check teeth NSVS Ltd March 2010
supporting the use of anthelmintics in combination in order to try to prolong the useful life of gach d cli i
of the drench families. and clip nails Situation Comment
Those most at risk fronCooperiare intensive calf rearers with a high proportion of young stock pn 1 Check for bar- What an interesting few months, weather wise since the last Vet Times. December it rained. Finally the
the property. However intensive bull rearing also features a large population of young cattle thgt can ley grass weather picked up a little in January with a lot of good hay made in February once the weather finally set-
lead to a build up ofCooperianfection, both in the stock and on the pasture. Conversely farmgrs tled. Grass growth has been very good for this time of year and adult stock have performed very well] The
who take cows and fattening cattle through the winter need to give greater consideration forj the period of wet weather has however meant that we have seen some very high worm counts in yoUnger
control of Ostertagia. 1 Worm cats stock. Lamb prices are disappointing but dairy payout is on the up. Will we see more dairy conversipns??
and dogs Super 14 is back on the telly and who cares anymore? The football World Cup is less than 4 mgnths
Farmers wanting the broad control in the form of a pour on for convenience will find the answgr in awayficandot wait.
ECLIPSE an abamectin / levamisole combination pour on. ECIEIRSEe product of choice for q Clip and
convenient effective treatment of young cattle groom cats
Where a farmds resistance status i®sangivekarmersn , dd
peace of mind knowing resistant parasites are being controlled. ana dogs Staff News
Dondt | et parasites eat away at your potefpti: Inside this issue: Jayne is off on her big O.E. to the land of the grizzly, beaver and the Winter Olympics. We wish her wgll on
ECLIPSEcan have to the productivity of your cattle. And while you are there discuss the best tirhing her travels. Julia and Jeff both ended up on crutches the same week but for different reasons. Julia difl an Ali
of your Autumn drenches. Staff News 1 Williams and ruptured her Achilles. The click clack of crutches are now a very familiar noise. We wish her
) . Situation comment well with her recovery. Bev and Noel are grandparents dgaiongratulations. Rochelle is back working fyll
To make sure you are the early bird that catches the worms this season, call us before March 3jLst Scanning Results time again. Itdés great to have her back. Paul|l and
and . .. .
Malignant catarrhal2 ward to the wedding date announcement so we can all clear our diaries. Congratulations to you both.
T We will take anextra 5% off the normal price of ECLIPSE © R
9 Give you the choice ofleferred payment until April, May, June or July, You Decide! Calf and heifer 3 Scanning Results
1 You can choose &ee power tool from the latest Powerbuilt promotion management
i -
Silirum 4
You will go in the draw to win @hed load of tools valued at $5000. $26,500 loss
Trace elements 5 Poor early pregnancy testing results costs dairy farmers

To take advantage of this super Early Bird Offer you need to contact us before Wednes-

day March 31st and mention this letter! $26,500 per herd 8 more losses to follow.

Diseases of the ear6

Our early pregnancy testing results have ranged from a six week in calf rate(6wk ICR) of 57% to [78%.

Tying up in horses 7 The farmers that we have tested have averaged a 68% 6wk ICR. The Dairydélf project sets a 6wk

E “ ICR target of 78% (based on a 90% submission rate and 60% conception rate). This 10% gap in pgrform-
w FI_ockche_ck results 8 ance equates to $40 per head in the herd (based on a $5.50 payout) due to days in milk, AB calvek, less
Pinkeye in cattle culls, more compact calving etc. At an average herd size of 663 cows this equates to a $26,500 logs per
With 5% off, below is the pricing for Eclipse. Rememt g fTar:m'l | of pert " * on final MT rates which are the main driver of duct
. . . . . Mastitis is level of performance will impact on fina rates which are the main driver of reproductive gco-
to mention this articleand there is the option to defer nomic performance. Each percentage point greater than target has an overall impact of $10/cow.
payment until July. Bopriva 10 The cold drought in October and November has certainly had an effect but also, much less intervefition
has had a big part to play. On the plus side cow condition in general is good.
Dectomax for cat- 11 Now is the time to start planning for next year. Talk to Rochelle or Morgan about your Fertility Fodus
25L  $597.37 . Report
5L $1140.44 Eclipse 12 M Greene MVB MRCVS
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Malignant Catarrhal Fever of Cattle and Deer

Malignant catarrhal fever in cattle and deer in New Zealand is caused by a herpes virus derived from she®). (QBivibs are
infected usually at-2 mo of age by aerosol transmission from other individuals within the flock and begin to actively sigeq vir
intermittently in nasal secretions at ~6 mo of age, stopping at around 10months of age. The virus does not cause disisage in t
species.
Usually infection of cattle is asymptomatic and may be present in around 20% of cattle in contact with sheep. Some dattlg may
infected sukclinically for more than 20 months before developing disease which may appear after a period of stress.

While only a few cattle get the clinical disease the mortality of those cattle is high. Cattle that recover from symptdiGati
remain persistently infected, but do not spread the virus. MCEF is also a leading cause of infectious disease losse&edandey
deer farms.
Clinical Signs
Hi storically, MCF has be e n midemmaute, headlandeye, dndintdstima. s ever al |ofor
The most common signs of MCF are very high fever and inappatence. The eyes often become cloudy and they develop ah eye anc
nasal discharge as well as eyelid swelling. Later this discharge becomes very thick. The muzzle and nostrils arerusteallyjen

The gums are often reddened and may have ulcers as well as on the tongue. The skin is sometimes reddened and swaller or ulce
ated and weepy and hardened scabs may develop (as seen with photosensitivity), particularly on the perineum, udderland teats.
some animals, the horn and hoof coverings may be loosened or sloughed. As well as this they may have, swollen lymph nodes
haemorrhagic diarrhoea, blood in the urine, and nervous signs including hyperesthesia, incoordination, disorientatia)nysmpr
tagmus, or head pressing. They may have difficulty breathing and salivation may be seen. The joints may be swolldagioiik pro

often drops. Although many animals die, chronic infection or recovery is possible. Skin lesions have been reportednithoait

other clinical signs, and may resolve spontaneously.

The symptoms are similar in other species, usually characterized by either sudden death or fever with nasal and labhemgasdjsc
erosions of the mucosa, and bilateral corneal opacity. Up to 25% of cattle experience chronic disease, and sometinesgthp dis
waxes and wanes. Most eventually die, but ~5% clinically recover. The prognosis is grave.
In deer, cases are often seen as sudden death. Or there may be an acute form with severe haemorrhagic enteritis anfl cystitis
(more so than in cattle), and a chronic form with oral mucosal ulceration and eye lesions may occur as well as lameni& fnd C
signs (depression, trembling, low responsiveness, stupor, aggressiveness, convulsions)... The death rate is repoteebtd be t
times higher in stags than in hinds.

Diagnosis

Other than clinical signs an MCF ELISA blood test is available for all species.
Differential diagnosis in cattle include Bovine Viral Diarrhoea (BVD) or IBR (Infectious Bovine Rhinotracheitis). Tlasebearn
tested for on serum.

Treatment

No treatment has been found to provide any consistent benefit. Stress reduction of subclinical or mildly affected aimdedsed.
No vaccine is available. The only other effective control strategy is separation of carriers from susceptible speciearyghgn
numbers of potent shedders are present, such as in lamb feedlots, it is recommended to keep cattle well separated.

Photos:
A young cattle beast with signs of MCF including a temperature of 41 degrees C.
This calf was blind, and also had ulcers around the coronets with hoof peeling away. Note the horn has sloughed offlatidf eye
nose ulcers and discharges.

R Smith BVSc

MCEF is also a leading cause of infectious disease losses on New Zealand deer farms.
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Dectomax Injection in Cattle

Dectomax because of its unique constituent Doramectin in combination with a special oil base formulation provides long fcting
activity against external and internal parasites in cattle. It has a wide safety margin in a special low irritant foraboveitigna
pain free injection, so you can be sure your cattle receive the complete administered dose. Dectomax has registered clajms of
over 99% efficacy against important roundworms and sucking lice and mites.
Of particular importance Dectomax provides persistent activity against the worm species Cooperia. Cooperia is well dpcu-
mented as being one of the most difficult species for endectocides to control. Cooperia infection exasperates Ostertagia [nfe
tion further eroding food intake and protein digestion. Dectomax provides optimal control for Cooperia / Ostertagia infectio

The Dectomax 8 week programme means fewer treatments, saving you time and money. This programme was estaljlished
during an extensive productivity trial comparing 8 weekly treatment with more frequent treatment. The 8 weekly progranfjme
gave equivalent weight gains. Also in a series of field studies conducted throughout New Zealand Dectomax Injecton qonsis-
tently demonstrated superior efficacy and longer action than pour on competitive endectocides under conditions of continpious
parasite challenge.
Doseage and administration: Dectomax is injected at 1ml per 50kg bodyweight by subcutaneous injection in the anterioff neck
region.
Withholding period for meat is 49 days and it is not to be used in lactating dairy cows while milk is used for human conspmp-
tion.

N.B. Dectomax Injection is also registered in sheep at 1ml per 50kg.
P Langford BVSc

Dectomax in Cattle

bl For beef , dairy grazing and ewe treatments
i Unique Doramectin molecule
i Rapid, accurate & reliable delivery . X
i Up to 8 weeks between treatments in cattle :‘ZW ‘)."
i Non irritant, opain freed6 forr ;:*::-:‘.'
Vo
i 35 day meat & milk withholding —————
i Low dose 1ml/50kg =S &

*150kg = $1.82 per dose and get a free20 kg Eukanuba
Working Dog with every two Starter packs purchased.

*Based on the Starter pack price

Cattle Reminders Dectomax has

registered claims
of over 99%

efficacy against

Pregnancy test

Wean, mark & drench beef calves

Beef weanerdi dehorn

Cows & yearlingdi Lepto vaccination
Leptobooster for calves

Review mastitis controlii plan dry cow therapy
Vaccinate for salmonella

Liver copper, selenium check on cull cows or liver biopsies mites.
Dry off poor condition cows

important
roundworms and

sucking lice and

=4 =4 -8 48 4 —a _a _a 9
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Boprivaii A New Management Tool for Bull Beef Farmers

Pfizer Animal Health has launched a new Vaccine, Bopriva (TM), for the managemenbdetting beef bulls.
Bopriva is a novel vaccine which temporarily reduces testosterone in bulls for a minimum of 12 weeks. This results inmienpsovd
in undesirable behaviours such as riding and fighting. The treated bulls have temperaments more like steers thantbel&ffantil
gradually wears off.

The main reason for using Bopriva is for the winter grazing management of bulls. Bulls can be treated in the late autumn
together in very large mobs through the winter. Vaccinations are generally timed so that the effect wears off in theggpiuzg,B
was extensively trialed on 7500 bulls on 50 farms in New Zealand in 2009. Most farms reported positive effects on betzaeiour

management and the ability to successfully run mobs of the bulls as large as 200 or more through the winter. Farmersvaportgd

positive effects on behaviour, management and labour.

Bopriva requires an initial course of two injection, with the maximum effect seen 10 days after the second injection.

A unique feature of Bopriva is that the duration of effect can be extended by extending the interval between the two ieascin
This means farmers can manipulate the length of effect to suit their own sy$tératso means vaccination timings have to b
carefully planned to get the best result. We will assist you with these decisions.

ind

t

Bopriva should be given using an approved safety vaccinator. Hamilton company Simcro have developed the Sekurus vccinator

which has a number of safety features designed to avoid self injection.
Bopriva is strictly for use in nehreeding beef bulls. Treated bulls should
be on sold for use as service bulls as their fertility will be impaired during
after the period of treatment.

Bopriva is a unique management tool which can literally take the hass
of farming bulls. I f youdd I|ike
it might fit into your system, please contact your nearest clinic and spei
one of our vets.

Bopriva
il Bopriva is not a hormone
T Bopriva is not an artificial growth promotant
T Bopriva contains no genetically modified organisms

50ml = 50 doses

50ml = $222.00

$4.44 per dose, 2 doses to be giverbdveeks before desired behavioural
effect.

Glossary of Computer Terms

LOG ON : Adding wood to make the Barbie hotter.

LOG OFF : Not adding any more wood to the Barbie.

MONITOR : Keeping an eye on the Barbie.

DOWNLOAD : Getting the firewood off the Ute.

HARD DRIVE : Making the trip back home without any cold tinnies.
KEYBOARD : Where you hang the Ute keys.

WINDOW : What you shut when the weather's cold.

SCREEN: What you shut in the mozzie season.

BYTE: What mozzies do.

MEGABYTE : What Milford Sound mozzies do.

CHIP : A bar snack.

MICROCHIP : What's left in the bag after you've eaten the chips.
MODEM : What you did to the lawns.

LAPTOP : Where the cat sleeps.

YAHOO : What you say when the Ute does go.

UPGRADE : A steep hill.

SERVER The person at the pub who brings out the counter lunch.
MAIL SERVER: The bloke at the pub who brings out the counter lunch.
USER: The neighbour who keeps borrowing things.

NETWORK : What you do when you need to repair the fishing net.
INTERNET : Where you want the fish to go.

NETSCAPE : What the fish do when they discover the hole in the net.
ONLINE : Where you hang the washing.

OFFLINE : Where the washing ends up when the pegs aren't strong enol

OFUSEFUL  OF USELESS |

. : INFORMATION  INFORMATION |
‘ sk O0.000,000 68 [
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Calf and Heifer Management

Calf and heifer management on many farms is a limiting factor to herd reproductive performance. The first step in madueg ir
ments is to assess the calves and heifers in your herd.

Growing heifers from weaning to mating

You should have weaned when up to target weight and eating at least 0.75 kg of meal. Friesians wean drbOikd 90d Jersdys

Page 3 NSVS Ltd

between 6585 kg. Remember the first 12 months are the most critical for skeletal and muscle development. They will requirg hig

quality pasture to achieve liveweight targets. Remember vaccinations and trace element testing/supplementation andpard
trol.
Measuring liveweights
When heifer liveweights are low repro performance is reduced for two reasons
1) Delayed first calving delayed puberty and less likely to be cycling by PSM

site ¢

2) Delayed interval from calving to the next conceptidmate calving heifers become late calving cows and so on. THe 6

week incalf rate in first lactation can be reduced by more than 15% in underweight heifers.

Weigh at least every 3 months at a similar time of day (morning) and stand for about 2 hrs prior to reduce gut fill ch
from each session.

Tips to make weighing easier:

Walk through heifers regularly to accustom them to people

Handle them quietly it will be quicker in the long run/next time

Cover scales with matting to reduce noise

Sometimes helps to have them run through prior to weighing

Portable yards may be worth investing in
Setting liveweight targets
Weigh your 68 year olds of body condition score 480 in DecJan or ApriMay to get an idea of your adult liveeight. Or yau
can estimate these from Iwt BV from your herd improvement organisation.
Weigh each three months.
If a freisian is 500 kg, crossbred 450 and jersey 400 kg...

Mature liveweight 400kg 450 500 550 600
3 mo (weaned) 70 kg 80 90 100 110
6 months (30 % of mature weight) 120 kg 135 150 165 180
9 moths 160 180 200 220 240
12 months 200 225 250 275 300
15 months (60% of mature liveweight) 240 270 300 330 360
18 months 290 330 365 400 440
22 months (90% of mature body weight) 360 405 450 495 540

Animals falling behind the targets (usually those later born) should be separated and preferentially fed. Feeding tineugtuze
be inefficient and lead to fatty udders and actually reduce the future milk production of the animal.

Assessing calving pattern of first calvers

Top farmers have 75% of their heifers calved by week 3 and 92% by week 6 of calving. Less than 65% and 85% respecti
reviewing. (Include calf and heifer management, bull management and inseminating technique and heat detection). Ikig
should be expected if heifer mating was earlier than for the milking herd.

Assessing the 3 week submission rate of first calvers

This may be a good indicator of how successful the calf and heifer management has been. Top farmers are achievingt®0%
by week 3 of AB.

Planning mating

anges

Set your targets from weaning through to cglving.

ely need
er resu

submi

Consider mating 2 weeks earlier than herd to help achieve good repro performance at their next mating. Will you do ABr(wjth o

without synchrony) or natural mating. Select low BV for calving difficulty or an easy calving bull.

During mating

Monitor liveweight s and supplement if need be. Ensure parasitism is not an issue, Avoid sudden changes in feed. IMmitg
haviour and have ample bull power.

Pregnant heifers
Monitor liveweights at least every 3 months. Remember to feed for growth and pregnancy.

R Smith BVSc

I bu
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A New Vaccine to Assi st i n the Cqg

Silirum®;

Pfizerds recent r e g Silsum® avaccier(an mactivated stlaie 216Fddycabécterturn garatubercylos
can be seen as another tool as an aid in the manageme
that would need to be taken, the use of Silirum would be a potential consideration for those deer farms which do suffar f

nt

S
nt o
om

high prevalence of | o0oss to CLINICAL Johne&6s diseaserffrom
those farms with unacceptably high & ashperthéreporting feedlmack previdedy i n g
to farmers by Johneds Management Ltd.

Because the strategic timing for use of the vaccine is in weaners from three months of age, it was deemed opportune to
our deer farmers of the availability of the vaccine immediately prior to anyryireveaning that will be imminent. Please not
t hat Paul Langford, Jill Sl oan and Nigel Dougherty sitha
farmers with the formulation of the wider control measures that would have to be tailored to each particular farm situation

Independent trials aBilirum® undertaken by Massey University/ Agresearch have demonstrated a reduced risk of the de
ment of clinical disease associated with vaccination and whilst no demonstrable reductionGLBUBAL production losses
(as measured principally in terms of growth rates) were apparent from the trial, it is clear that much more data is ditl toee
develop a better understanding of the protective effects that the vaccine might have against thobeicaldosses.

It is critical to note, however, that there are very specific conditions of use surrounding this particular product whitbenu
very clearly understood and this wild.l require inforime
considerations. Amongst the most important of these are the following:

In New Zealand, it is a LEGAL requirement tt&itirum® is ONLY for use in Deer and it MUST NOT be used in
cattle or any other species;
Specifically, the vaccine is ONLY for use in those finishing deer destined for slaughter;

inform

b

vV e a

elop-

1z

Due to interference of the vaccine with testing for bovine tuberculosis, it is a LEGAL requirement that all vaccifiated

deer MUST be and identified with

pose;

clearly permanent| y

Farmers need to be aware of the potential health implications associated with accidentgesgtin whilst using
Silirum® .

Please contact one of the clinics for further information regarding the potential suitability and use of the vaccine &iugeur

a M/

tion 8 and please contact us should you need to discuss all the important concomitant measures that would need to be tgdken to

help control Johneds (should Johneds be a problem for

Deer reminders

1 Weanerdi treat for internal parasites

1 Put stags out

1 Yersiniavaxi second injection

T Certified velvetersii return drugs and book

1 Check copper and selenium status and treat
if necessary

1 Put chaser stags out

you;

Mastitis

This year has been a bad one for mastitis. A combination of factors are required to cause any disease and mastitisgs no
tion. The environment, the animal and the bug all interact.

Bugfi Type, Number, Exposure

/ Dse\

Environment >  Animal_
- Weather - Immune system
- Milking machine - Other disease
- Milkers - Conformation
- Drugs

At any stage the balance between the three can shift and result in disease.

Any plan to control mastitis must focus on two aims.

The first is to treat and remove existing infections. This is done with lactating cow treatment and culling of quartess (tiLre

titters) or cows. Depending on the bug the success of antibiotics can be high or low (30% success treating S. aureus inf
during lactation.)

NSVS Ltd Page 9

|exce

ctions

The second is to prevent new infections. Hygiene, teat spray, dry cow therapy and teat seal are important componerts of

achieving this.
The SAMM plan was designed as a comprehensive mastitis management program and has stood the test of time. It is b
the 5 point plan and has been adapted to fit a seasonal milking pattern.

M Baer BVSc

Churchmice

There were four country churches in a small town: The Presbyterian Church, the Baptist Church, the Methodist Church and
Catholic Church. Each church was overrun with pesky mice.

they determined the mice were predestined to be there and they shouldn't interfere with God's divine will.

In the Baptist Church the mice had taken up habitation in the baptistery. The deacons met and decided to put a cover o
baptistery and drown the mice in it. The mice escaped somehow and there were twice as many there the next week.

The Methodist Church got together and decided that they were not in a position to harm any of God's creation. So, they
manely trapped the mice and set them free a few miles outside of town. Three days later, the mice were back.

One day, the Presbyterian Church called a meeting to decide what to do about the mice. After much prayer and considerItion

hsed on

the

the

nu-

But -- The CatholicChurch came up with the best and most effective solution. They baptised the mice and registered theny as

members of the church.
Now they only see them for Christmas and Easter







