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The FECRT 

The faecal egg count reduction test (FECRT) is a necessary procedure for investigating the efficacy of drenches 

on your farm. 

The test relies on the general relationships between the number of eggs counted in faeces being an indication of 

the number of worms in an animal. For FECRTs undertaken in sheep, there is a good correlation between egg 

counts and worm burdens. The test compares preð and post treatment egg counts in lambs that have been ac-

curately dosed with a drench. 

Usually you require about 100 lambs not drenched for a period of time so that their average pre-test faecal egg 

count is greater than 500 eggs per gram. The ability to interpret the results improves with increasing average 

pre-test FEC. These 100 lambs can be divided into 6 groups of 15 lambs so that 6 drenches or combination of 

drenches can be tested. 

After each group of lambs is accurately drenched they are marked accordingly to the drench used and then put 

back onto the same pasture until 10-14 days post drenching. At this time post treatment faecal samples are 

taken and then the post treatment FEC numbers are compared to pre-treatment levels and the faecal egg reduc-

tion is calculated for each drench family used. A failure to reduce the faecal egg count by 95% or more is an 

indication of  drench resistance to that drench. 
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¶ People started raising sheep ten thousand years ago 

¶ There are about 1 billion sheep on the planet 

¶ There are about 900 different breeds of sheep 

¶ Spinning wool into thread began about 5,000 years ago 

¶ 500gms of wool can make 5kms of yarn 

¶ There are 150m of wool yarn in a baseball 

¶ The small intestines from 11 sheep are needed to make 1 

tennis racket 

¶ Sheep prefer running water when they drink 

¶ Sheep have poor eyesight but an excellent sense of hearing 

¶ Lamb is the lowest in cholesterol of all red meats 

¶ Sheep grow 2 teeth a year until they have eight  

¶ Sheep only have lower teeth that press against an upper palete 

Interesting Facts About Sheep 

The Cockyõs Lament 
The rural recession has been explained in simple terms by an old time farmer. 

It all started back in 1967 when we changed from pounds to dollarsñthat doubled my overdraft. 

Then they brought in kilograms instead of poundsñmy wool clip dropped by half. 

After that they changed rain to millimetres and we havenõt had an inch of rain since. 
If that wasnõt enough they brought in Celsius and it never got over 30 degreesñno wonder my wheat won't 

grow. 

Then they changed acres to hectaresñand I ended up with only half the land I had. 
By this time I had had enough and decided to sell out. I put the property in the agentõs hand and they changed 

miles to kilometres. Now I am too far out of town for anybody to buy the bloody place! 

 

Situation Comment  

For the last few weeks only the wind farm would have been enjoying the weather. Rain is required in most 

areas and grass growth reflects the dry conditions. A lot of silage has been cut in most areas. Worm 

counts in lambs have been reasonably high and tested lambs have often required drenching. 

Mating is well under way for dairy farms with most having better submission rates than last year. With the 

future of inductions still hazy, calving spread may be extended next year. 

The annual Christmas shout was held at the Balfour Races on Sunday 22nd November. It was great to see 

people there. It was a lovely sunny day out, maybe the only one with no wind. 

Pet Reminders 

 

¶ Vaccinate 

pets prior to 
boarding at 

kennels 

 

¶ Get petsõ 

Christmas 

presents 

 

¶ Check for bar-

ley grass  

 

¶ Worm cats 

and dogs 
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Paul and Marie Langford are the proud grandparents of identical twin boys. Lachlan and Oliver are both 

doing well. 

Corissa has completed her time  with us, covering Rochelleõs maternity leave, and returns to Australia be-

fore Christmas. We wish her and Rob the best for the future. 
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WE WOULD LIKE TO WISH ALL 

OUR CLIENTS A VERY MERRY 

CHRISTMAS AND A PROSPER-

OUS NEW YEAR, FROM ALL THE 

STAFF AT NSVS.  

 
We will be closed for the Statutory Holidays 
only, but EMERGENCY VETERINARY SER-
VICES will be available, just call Riversdale 
03 2025636 or Te Anau 03 2497039 to con-

tact the veterinarian on duty. 

 

If a dog were your teacher you would learn : 

When loved ones come home, always run to greet them  
Never pass up the opportunity to go for a joyride  

When it's in your best interest: practice obedience  
Stretch before rising  
On warm days, stop to lie on your back on the grass  

On hot days, drink lots of water and lay under a shady tree  
Never pretend to be something you are not  

Delight in the simple joy of a long walk 



Mastitis is a major animal health cost in dairy production. Aside from the direct costs of discarded milk and treatment costs, re-

duced production, culling, extra labour, one more herd to manage, the risk of IS grade and demerits for high SCC all make mastit is 

an expensive and draining problem. So what can be done?  

As with most problems, the cause of a mastitis problem can involve many factors. For that reason a systematic approach to both 

investigation and resolution is essential. The details of this workup are not going to be discussed here, however getting basics, like 

cluster alignment right pays huge dividends. 

 Liners (inflations) are the only part of the milking machine in direct contact with the cow. Selection of liners and matching liners to 
shells can have dramatic effects on mastitis, either good or bad. Things to be considered when selecting liners include cost, effective 

length, shell type, type of cows, type of shed. There are an almost limitless number of shell-liner combinations but there are some 

general rules for matching liners to shells. 

The mouthpiece of the liner should not be distorted by the shell. The connection at the bottom of the shell should be firm and air-

tight but not so tight that it would distort the short milk tube. These checks are usually unnecessary where the shell and the liner 

are produced by the same company. If liners and shells are from different manufacturers these checks should be done. 

Effective liner length is the length of the liner that collapses in the shell during milking. This needs to extend below the teat to en-

sure efficient milking. Effective length can be shortened by tension rings and this should be considered when selecting liners. Liners 
should be mounted under tension, that is when fitted they should be stretched by between 5 and 15%. Most shells are between 150 

and 155mm long. 

Liners need to be able to collapse without hitting the sides of the shells and this can be assessed by folding a liner in half and seeing if 

it touches the inner walls when the folded end is inserted into the shell. 

Liners perish and stretch with use. The recommended liner life is usually 2500 milkings, the table below is often seen on liner pack-

ets and expresses liner life in days. In practice if changing to new liners improves milking, the liners were changed too late. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The success of a liner-shell combination can be best decided by the effect on the cow teat end condition, cow behav-
iour, milking time, completeness of milkout and frequency of cup slip are the best ways of ensuring the cups and liners 

match. 
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Mastitis and Milking Machines  
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 200 250 300 350 400 450 500 550 600 650 700 750 800 850 

16 100 80             

20 125 100 83            

24 150 120 100 86           

28 175 140 117 100 88          

32 200 160 133 114 100 89         

36 225 180 150 129 113 100 90        

40 250 200 167 143 125 111 100 91 83 77 71 67 63 59 

44  220 183 157 138 122 110 100 92 85 79 73 69 65 

48   200 171 150 133 120 109 100 92 86 80 75 71 

52   217 186 163 144 130 118 108 100 93 87 81 76 

56   233 200 175 156 140 127 117 108 100 93 88 82 

60   250 214 188 167 150 136 125 115 107 100 94 88 
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Over the past few years we have become much more aware of Johnes disease in our deer herds. With the development of Johnes 

Management Ltd ð a nonprofit company funded by venison producers ð they have been able to increase farmersõ knowledge of the 
disease via fact sheets, news bulletins, manuals and field days. From January 2007 all slaughtered farmed deer have been examined at 

the works for the presence of enlarged lymph nodes which is associated with Johnes disease. Farmers are notified every four 
months of the findings in their herd. Given that nationally 23% of herds are affected and Southland is over represented, Iõm sure 

that a number of farmers reading this will have received such notification. All suspicious/enlarged lymph nodes in Southland have 

been proven to be due to Johnes disease. 
So what does this mean to you the farmer? There is no easy one line answer to this and will depend on what your individual objec-

tives are for your herd.  Looking at the weaners affected with Johnes - they are slower to gain weight and tend to be a few kilos 
lighter than their non-affected mob mates at slaughter. This has a direct effect on the kilos of venison yielded and the cost involved 

in producing it. The number of weaners found with lesions at slaughter is giving us an indication of the challenge of Johnes to the 
herd on any individual farm. This does warrant further investigation as we know Johnes bacteria are difficult and probably impossi-

ble to eradicate but by increasing our knowledge we can implement strategies to minimize the effects of Johnes in the herd. 

A word of caution - despite a higher than average Johnes prevalence in Southland it canõt be assumed all poor conditioned deer that 
are scouring and rough coated are Johnes cases.  These deer could be affected by any of the following ð gastrointestinal parasitism, 
fading Elk/Wapiti syndrome, copper deficiency, faulty/no teeth, yersinia (weaners only), chronic malignant catarrhal fever and long 

standing injury. Some of these can be easily ruled in/out but others warrant further investigation before you condemn every thin 
animal to Johnes. We also know many disease processes are multi factorial and more than one process may be occurring in your 

herd so an open mind should be kept while investigating these ôthin scouring deerõ. Trying to keep the herd health at optimum lev-

els and decreasing stressors are very important to help keep Johnes to a minimum level. 

Jill Sloan BVMs MRCVS 

Johnes Disease in Deer 

Santaõs Bad Day 
One particular Christmas season a long time ago, Santa was getting ready 
for his annual trip, but there were problems everywhere. Four of his elves got 
sick, and the trainee elves did not produce the toys as fast as the regular 

ones so Santa was beginning to feel the pressure of being behind schedule. Then 
Mrs. Claus told Santa that her mom was coming to visit. This stressed Santa 

even more. 

When he went to harness the reindeer, he found that three of them were 
about to give birth and two had jumped the fence and were out, heaven knows 

where. More stress. 

Then when he began to load the sleigh one of the boards cracked, and the 

toy bag fell to the ground and scattered the toys. So, frustrated, Santa went 

into the house for a cup of apple cider and a shot of rum. 

When he went to the cupboard, he discovered that the elves had hidden the 

liquor, and there was nothing to drink. In his frustration, he accidentally 
dropped the cider pot, and it broke into hundreds of little pieces all over the 
kitchen floor. He went to get the broom and found that mice had eaten the 

straw end of the broom. 

Just then the doorbell rang, and irritable Santa trudged to the door. He 

opened the door, and there was a little angel with a great Christmas tree. 

The angel said, very cheerfully, òMerry Christmas, Santa. Isnõt it a lovely 

day? I have a beautiful tree for you. Where would you like me to stick it?ó 

Thus began the tradition of the little angel on top of the Christmas 

tree. 


